[Changes in the consciousness state as a symptom of intestinal invagination onset].
Intussusception is the most frequent cause of intestinal occlusion in children aged 3-5 years. Diagnosis is easy to perform in cases with typical clinical presentation. However diagnosis may be difficult in rare cases with atypical symptoms characterized by SNC involvement, that could delay a convenient treatment. We report 4 cases of intussusception presenting initially with consciousness abnormalities, hypotonia and vomiting. In these cases differential diagnosis with other conditions associated with comatose states has to be performed. Some hypothesis may be considered to explain these clinical pictures: 1. increased endorphins excretion during abdominal pain; 2. neurotoxins of bacterial origin released and absorbed by altered bowel; 3. intestinal hormones abnormally produced during the disease. As recommended by Rachmel, the condition should be suspected in all children presenting with the association of vomiting and lethargy and a radiological or tomographic study of abdomen should be performed also in cases without intussusception typical symptoms.